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Your University
an overview
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Heriot-Watt University offers a superb environment for
postgraduate study. We are one of the UK’s leading
universities, recognised internationally for excellent teaching
and research in our specialist areas of science, engineering,
business management, languages and textile design.

Our community of postgraduate students is made up of
bright, highly imaginative and self-motivated individuals,
who work closely with our forward-looking and energetic
research-active academic staff. This collaborative
atmosphere is fundamental to Heriot-Watt's enviable
academic and research reputation.

Those of you who choose to study with us will discover
high quality taught and research programmes, flexible
student-centred delivery, unrivalled facilities and
pioneering research.
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PROGRAMME BACKGROUND

From the company that sources,
purchases and then assembles all the
parts for personal laptop computers,

to the choice of the fresh or processed
foods which make up tonight’s dinner,
our lives are enabled by how businesses
organise their logistical operations.

Supply chain management brings
together the business skills to manage
inventories, source and procure

supplies, specify freight services, locate
and manage distribution centres as

well as to co-ordinate the activities

and flows of information between
suppliers, manufacturers, logistics service
providers, retailers and consumers.

In response to the growing need for
logistics specialists possessing a range of
operational skills and broader strategic
vision, Heriot-Watt has been running
postgraduate programmes in this field
since 1997.

PROGRAMME OBJECTIVES

The programmes combine theoretical
concepts with practical application

and incorporate all of the latest
knowledge, developments and research
in the area of logistics and supply chain
management to provide a holistic view
of the field along with the strategic and
analytical skills to help you build your
career within the global logistics and
supply chain environment.

Key knowledge, skills and understanding

gained include the ability to:

e apply principles of logistics and supply
chain management

¢ make and evaluate strategic and
tactical decisions

e employ a range of analytical
techniques to solve logistical problems
interact with managers of related
business functions
communicate theory and concepts
into practice
understand the relationship between
logistics and the environment

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE

The programmes commence in
September each year.

Semester 1 begins in September and
finishes in December. Semester 2 starts in
January and finishes in May. Four taught
courses are taken during each semester.

Part-time students take two taught
courses each semester over two years.

The MSc dissertation commences in
May and is submitted by the end of
August. Part-time students complete
the dissertation at the end of their
second year.

TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT

The course is delivered by a dedicated
team of lecturers with specialist
knowledge in their respective

subject areas.

Conventional lectures are complemented
with independent research, case studies,
project work and industry visits. There
are typically twelve hours per week of
formal classroom activity which is then
supplemented with a range of additional
activities, self-study and group exercises
during the rest of the week. Students
are assessed through a combination of
exams, project work, course work and
the MSc dissertation. Emphasis is placed
on high individual academic standards as
well as acquiring and developing a range
of transferable business skills. Several
logistics software suppliers provide
packages, which are widely used in the
logistics industry to design logistical
systems or optimise vehicle routing, for
use on our programme.

Logistics and Supply Chain Management

Semester 1

Global Purchasing and Supply

Inventory and Operations
Management

Semester 2

Summer
May to August

Design and Operation of Logistics Systems MSc Dissertation

Distribution Centre Design &
Management

Logistics and Supply Chain Strategy and two from:

Supply Chain Improvement and

e Freight Transport

Control e Green Logistics
e Maritime Business and Economics
e Maritime Logistics

Maritime Logistics and Supply Chain Management

Semester 1

Global Purchasing and Supply

Inventory and Operations
Management

Semester 2

Summer
May to August

Design and Operation of Logistics Systems MSc Dissertation

Distribution Centre Design
& Management

Logistics and Supply Chain Strategy Maritime Business and Economics

Supply Chain Improvement and
Control

Maritime Logistics
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World-renowned logistics academic
and industry practitioners teach our
programme - including Professor Alan
McKinnon and Dr Dong-Wook Song

Research undertaken by our Logistics
Research Centre (LRC) feeds directly

into teaching ensuring content is up

to date

Enhanced employment prospects
through industry contact, including
guest lectures and field trips to
distribution centres and warehouses

Professional accreditation from CILT
UK and CIPS

Heriot-Watt is ranked in the top 20
UK universities for business and
management (Guardian University
Guide 2011)




